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FIGARO IN LONDON 





Satire should, like a polish’d razor keen, 
Wound with a touch that’s scarcely felt or seen.—Lapy Montacug. 


‘¢ Political | asquinades and Political Caricatures are parts (though humble ones,) of Political history. They supply information as to the person and habits, 
often as to the motives and objects of public men, which cannet be found elsewhere.”’-—Croxer’s New Wuic Guipe. 
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THE REAL KING'S SPEECH. 

The speech of a King is well known to be the speech of kis 
ministers ; the Sovereign himself is a mere machine for putting 
forth a string of sentences, drawn up by his Cabinet. The 
process of making a royal speech is ably set forth in the follow- 
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ing caricature by our inexhaustible Seymour :— 





y . . re 
Here we see the process resorted to in preparing the King 
. } > e — . ee 2 . 
for the farce of delivering a speech from the throne, on the 
Occasion of & prorogation of Parliament. The subjects are 
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erammed in at his ears, and he sends them out again through 
his mouth, which, by-the-bye (as in the above instance), is 
often tortured and twisted by certain parties who do not wish it 
to be opened too wide, lest it should convey too much informa- 
bon to the country. A speech that has been made recently, 
we are not at liberty to publish, because it might be construed 


4s news, though it contains none, and we shall therefore not 
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present it to our readers, an omission for which it is certain they 
will excuse us most willingly. Nobody could glean any thing 
from the identical speech, but we furnish one below in which 
we have endeavoured (after the style of our Interpreter), to 
bring out in real colours those sentiments which the speech 
itself has concealed, with the ambiguity so peculiar to all 


similar documents. It must be remembered, that William the 


IV. is not the author of his own speech, and therefore he can- 
not be considered answerable for the feeling it manifests. Oui 
version of it may open the eyes of many to it’s true intent and 
purport ; and it will at least have the merit of rendering, ia 
some degree intelligible, a composition in which no one has yet 
been able to discover the slightest apparent meaning. Legis- 
lators can take hints which the people cannot understand, and 
as we write for the latter, we lay aside the dignified mystery 
adopted by the King’s ministers, and come at once to a coin- 
mon-sense interpretation of the royal rigmarole. We have 
endeavoured to make it a companion to the speech on the 
opening of Parliament, printed nine months ago, in the second 


number of Figaro. 
‘““My Lords and Gentlemen,—the session past, 
I’m very glad to set you free at last; 
I thank you for your zeal in getting through— 
I can’t say what—D Ill Jeave that task to you. 


You've all the session raised a precious storm 
About that very weighty thing Reform ; 

But as you're seldom busy doing good, 

Twas doubtless right to take what time you could, 
In dilly dallying with Russell’s measure, 

Because you knew it gave the people pleasure, 

I brought it under your consideration 

In mere compliance with that brute the nation ; 
But trust ’twill only prove Reform in name, 

And that the State will still remain the same. 
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I’m sorry that the [rish won't be still 

Beneath their weight of tyranny and ill; 

But if the tithe-laws lately made don’t suit ’em, 
J’}] send some soldiers over there to shoot ’em ; 
For laws, howe’er unjust, when once they’re made, 
Must be at any price, you know, obeyed. 

The Church will make the starving people pay, 
So they’d best do so in a quiet way, 

They who when ask’d for tithe object to paying it, 
Must for religion’s sake digest a bayonet. 
Nature has made their country quite an Eden, 
(It’s produce we have long been used to feed on.) 
In Erin’s fertile garden corn would grow, 

If the poor devils had but some to sow ; 

But still, e’en famine can be no pretence 

For their ingratitude to Providence. 


A bill has passed to educate the peasant ; 
Learning, I hope, will make starvation pleasant. 


All foreign powers, I am glad to say, 

Are working with me in the usual way ; 

Among themselves, my worthy friends abroad, 
Conspire ’gainst liberty to draw the sword ; 

I join with them in wishing general quiet, 

(Vide my sanction of the German Diet. ) 

Gents. of the House of Commons,—ere you rise, 
Accept my thanks for liberal supplies. 

My Lords and Gentlemen,—before I cease, 

Let me entreat of you to keep the peace Cee ee 
In your respective counties,—and defend 
The law’s authority—you comprehend ? 

For instance, ifa meeting is not quiet, Nese ve 
Just read the act which constitutes a riot, 

And if without effect, pray don’t be dilatory 

In having out our worthy friends the military ; 4, i 
[rregular proceedings must be stopped, . 
Noisy mechanics must be promptly whopped. 

Large mobs, by constables should be belaboured, 

Or (if particularly noxious) sabred ; 

To hack a limb, or break a crazy pate, 

Is often needful to secure the State.” 


Any one who will take the trouble to compare our speech 
with the original, will find that they both very nearly corres- 
pond, the only difference being that the Government has aimed 


at being mysterious, while we have studied simplicity. 





THE INTERPRETER. 





The Police again. 


Union Hatt.—Thomas Hodges, a policeman of F division, No. 102, 
was charged with an assault on Monsieur Leroy, a professor of langua- 
Ses, residing at Camberwell, The Complainant, who is of very gentle- 
manly appearance, said that he was returning home at a late hour, a few 
nights ago, when the Defendant came up and insisted on seeing the con- 
tents ofa parcel he carried in his hand. He refused, and said he was not 
far from home, where the Defendant might see it. The Defendant then 
said he should take him to the station-house, and on the Complainant 
endeavouring to extricate himself from his grasp, the Defendant struck 
bim a very violent blow on his eye and tore his coal. He was next 
dragged to the station-house like “an assassin” by the Defendant and 
three of his comrades. He complained of his conduct at the station, and 
he was told he was at liberty to depart. No attempt was made to 
examine his parcel, and the Defendant had the impudence to ask him to 
‘shake hands and make it up,” which, of course, he declined. The Com- 
plainant’s eye was blackened, and the coat he produced very much torn. 
The Defendant said the gentleman struck him when he wanted to eXa- 
mine his parcel: and three policemen deposed to his being very violent 
at the station. Mr. Chambers said this was to be expected. The police 
man had exceeded his duly in demanding to examine a parcel which was 
in the possession of one who had not the slightest appearance of being a 


sispicious person. He fined the Defendant 10s, and costs. — Morning 
Payer. 


Any oue who peruses the above police report, will feel dis- 
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gusted at the unequal reparation afforded to the complainaat 
for the gross insult and attack made upon him by a brutal and 
probably an inebriated policeman. Surely the Magistrates can 
have no idea of the disgraceful conduct of these rufhans, who 
are generally to be seen in large numbers at night drunk about 
the streets either talking to the unfortunate women who peram- 
bulate them, or committing some act of insolence and tyranny 
which they have power to do by the arbitrary and unqualified 
authority with which the law has unfortunately invested them. 
These rascals employ the whole of their time in making use of 
their situations for the purposes either of extortion or oppression. 
The papers are every morning filled with accounts either of their 
assaults, their impertinences, or their perjurics. W hether it Is 
to get money by laying informations against penny publications; 
whether it is to rob people by threatening to knock up some 
charge against them at the station-house, or whether in brutal 
disappointment at being unable to effect either, they have 
recourse to some act of insolence or barbarity, these scoundrels 
of Peel’s institution are equally in their element. Why does a 
liberal government still permit them to continue their disgrace- 
ful career when the voice of the whole nation is almost unant- 
mously clamorous for the instant dissolution of the hateful and 
expensive body? [Is it that ministers are content to wink at 
their delingquincies because the wretches form a willing and 
powerful tool on all occasions in the hands of government Are 
they to be suffered to go on in their raseally course, acting as 
ruffians on their own account when there happens to be no im- 
mediate necessity for them to serve our rulers in that atrocious 
capacity. If they must be poured out upon the people to break 
heads at public meetings, let the blood-hounds aut least be 
deterred from practising on all petty occasions their trade of 
brutality. ' 

From the extract we have made above, it is manifest that 
liberty is a farce as long as the new police is in existence, that 
property is insecure if it is to be at the mercy of any miscreant 
who happens to wear the garb of a policeman. Wao knows 
what the intention of this very blue devil might have been in 
insisting on taking from a respectably-dressed person a bundle 
which appeared to contain vaiuable property. We have very 
strong reason to believe, that at least one half the police corps 
are practised thieves, and we positively kuow that two-thirds 
of them would not scruple to take a false oath for the sake of a 
few shillings. Of this latter assertion we have ourselves had 
positive proof, and it will be remembered by most of our readers 
that in the winter several policemen were discharged for endea- 
vouring to obtain money by falsely swearing they had been 
ordered to take into custody all persons found selling Pigaro. 
The infamous perjury was indignantly rebutted by the Stamp- 
office, and the police corps, it will be remembered, was most 
materially thinned in consequence. We call upon the Magis- 
trates now that the legislature is not sitting, to be very careful 
how they take the charges or believe the oaths of policemen, 
and when a Reformed Parliament meets, we trust the gang will 
be dissolved, or transported in a body to New South Wales, to 
prevent the ill effects of their being let loose upon society. 

Perceval’s Impiety. 

Mr. Perceval said, “ when Mr, Hunt heard that two individuals brad 
been punished for blasphemy, he ought to have ascertained whether 
there was any ground for the charge, before he complained of the laws 
of the land. Ifthose men really were foul, beastly, and vile blasphemers 
of the Saviour’s name, it was disgraceful in any person calling himself 
a Christian to come forward as their champion. In saying this, be 
meant no personal offence to any one. He was laying down a principle 
which ought to govern the conduct of all of them. Nothing so mueb 
behoved them in every action of their life as to glorify the name ol the 
Lord.—Report of Mr. Perceval’s speech in daily papers. 

No real Christian can peruse without disgust the above foul- 
mouthed tirade from the lips of the soi-disant saintly Perceval. 
The occasion of this idle rant was a petition presented by Mr. 
Hunt, praying the discharge of two misguided men from prison, 
when in a spirit of savage animosity, this man gets up, and in & 
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strain of coarse fierceness that would disgrace a pickpocket, 
flies in the face of every Christian doctrine, by recommending 
a system of persecution which a truly virtuous mind would 
shudder at. It is disgusting to hear of this man getting up, 
and blaspheming by introducing the Saviour’s name into a 
venomous denunciation of Mr. Hunt, for charitably acting on 
the Christian principle, of “ doing unto others what he would 
they should do unto him.” It is Pereeval himself who is the 
“yile blasphemer,” for is it not fearful mockery to affect a 
principle of re ligion, whilst in the very act of doing that which 
is both malignant and rancorous, and therefore directly 
variance with every doctrine of piety? How impious is the 
presumption of this unhappy man! let him relinquish his enormous 
pensions in favour of the starving poor, let him evince some 
little charity towards those who differ from himself in sentiment, 
and then there may be some pretence for his mentioning the 
Saviour’s name; but at the present moment, (however he may 
have deluded even himself by his vaunting professions,) he i is 
no more a Christian in practise, than is the most abandoned of 


Atheists. 
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GLOUCESTERIANA, NO 19. 


The Duke was the other day conversing about the deceased 
philosopher Bentham, who, he was informed, had devoted the 
whole of his long life to the improvement of his species..— 
“Indeed,” said Gloucester, * devoted his life to the improve- 
ment of his speeches! he ought then to have been a very eminent 
orator.” 
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CHURCH INSTITUTIONS. 

Tithes are it seems to be collected in Ireland by force of 
arms, and Bishops are we find ready to prefer the shedding of 
blood, to the resigning any part of their incomes Lord 'Teyn- 
ham has proposed that the Right Reverend Fathers in God 
shall themselves lead on the Regiments of Butchers that are to 
be employed in collecting the Chureh revenue. ‘The ordinance 
of priests and deacons, must in this case be exchanged for 
ordinance of another kind, and Lord Hill had better resign 
his ofhce of Commander-in-Chief in favour of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury.—In the midst of the present agitation on the 
subject of tithes, people naturally ask “of what use are the 
Bishops?” Seymour has ably answered this interrogatory in 
the compact little cut beneath, to which we have affixed a most 
elucidatory motto. 





“For this among the rest was I ordained.”— 


Sha kspeare. 


BREVITIES. 
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‘* Brevity is the — of wit.’’—Shakspeare, 





Epigram. 
‘‘ And the Lord caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam; and he took 
ene of his ribs and closed up the flesh instead thereof.—GENEsIB. 
While Adam in a slumber lay, 
Jehovah stole his r7b away ; 
If good king Bill this story knows, 
Doubtless he envies Adam’s doze. 
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4A bad acquaintance. 
Lord Wynford affects to have a thorough knowledge of the 
criminal law. He must have deeply studied the character of 
his friend Lord Ellenborough. 


A cut for Sir Robert. 


Since courts are for criminals who does not feel, 
‘There ought te be also a court for a Peel (appeal.) 


A conversation. 
“ Seeing ’twas so supplied with lead ? 
I feel astonished,” Althorpe said, 
- aoe Collins broke the monarch’s head.” § 
And I,” said Grey, ‘‘ should wonder more, 
Did I not know ’twas crack’d before.” 


An Aside. 
That William’s gone out of his mind, whispers Barrow, 
Is not at all strange for ’twas deucedly narrow. 


Oh Law! 
Lord Ellenborough gave a sudden stait when the Chancellor 
got up in the House of Lords to propose a Reform of the Law, 


Over-bearing. 

Mr. Baring (father of the notorious Bingham) has thought 
proper to express his intention of presenting himself as a candi- 
date to the freeholders of Middlesex. It is not expected that 
the electors can feel otherwise than indignant at this insult 
upon them, and it cannot be presumed that they will on the 
occasion show themselves to be for-bearing (for Baring.) 


On Bishop Philpott’s religion. 


Though not a Catholic, his Lordship has 
‘is plain, strong disposition to a-ma3zs (a mass.) 


A Paradox. 
When that he acts with selfish views, 
Quite positively Peel denies 
All when his speeches they peruse, 
See he superlatively lies. 


Awkward disfranchisement. 


Notice has been given of a bill for next parliament “ to ex- 
tend the elective franchise to all male persons of twenty-one 
years of age, not morally or intellectually disqualified for its 
exercise.” Lord Wynford will oppose the bill as regards the 
former of. the two exceptions, and the Duke of Gloucester in- 
tends protesting strongly against the latter principle of dis- 
qualification. Both of these peers declare they shall be 
deprived of their votes if the bill should happen to be carried. 


An inference. 
If death by Wynford’s held to be 
Fit punishment for forgery— 
He ought to swing himself, ’tis clear, 
For forging chains for us to wear. 
Advertisement Extraordinary. 
A power of attorney lost, 
By an unhappy legal varlet, 
The finder will receive its cost, 
If he will bring it back to Scarlett. 


Epigram. 
The Bishops are wolves in sheep’s clothing they say, 
We kuow that their province is always to prey. 


Epigram. 
(On Sugden’s civility.) 
Sugden declares he has no predilection 
For commenting on others:—he is right, 
Since any one e’re he can cast reflection 
"Tis certain must himself be rather bright. 





THEATRICALS. 





We are always happy in effecting any thing like a reform in | 


the amusements of the metropolis, and we are therefore glad 
that our salutary remarks on Joel at Vauxhall, have been the 
means of inducing the proprietors to put a curb upon his 
whistling. We have now Joel in moderation, which is all well 
enough, and it is possible to walk about without having the 
siffieur perpe ‘tually at one’selbow. The fault of the Vauxhall 
managers isa propensity for giving one too muc h of a good 
thing, a habit which is exe mplified i in the constant repetition of 
one solitary glee, which has now been sung every night of the 
season. This glee is bellowed forth by Stansbury, Bedford, 
Templeton, and Robinson, all of whom seem to vie with one 
another in giving due emphasis to it’s stupidity. As a glee it 
is well enough to be heard once, but when repeated with 
vulgar grimaces night after night by the same boisterous crew, 
it is time for us to advise it’s withdrawal. 

The Hunchback has been seized by the Maymarket manager 
to gratify the vanity of his head man Farren, who modestly 
offered to create a sensation in the character of Master Walter. 
The papers tell us that his arrogance has ended in failure, and 
every body is astonishe d that a good actor could have so spoiled 
the part of the Hunchback. We hear Miss Phillips plays 
Julia exceedingly well; we expected that she would, and not- 
withstanding the disappointment occ: asioned by Farren’s spoiling 
the play, the acting of this talented young lady is perhaps 
worth witnessing. 

At the es Opera, Mr. Arnold is actively 
the amusement of the town, his last novelty being the Con- 
scripts Sister, which we shall notice in our next number. The 
New Strand has also brought out some new pieces which want 
of room prevents us at present from speaking of. 

We have not mustered up courage to visit Astleys, and 
indeed, this hot weather, the bill of entertainment is enough to 
deter any one but a salam: under from visiting the establishment. 
Who would not involuntarily shudder at perusing the list of 
horrors and moustrosities which figure in the announcements of 
this unique place of public entertainment ¢ Cartliteh and the 
cannons in one piece are too much for any one’s nerves, and 
they must be bold indeed, who would venture in these cholera 
times to take a seat amidst the chaos of filth, which in the dog 
encountered by any one coming in contact with 


catering for 


day s must be 


an Astle 2 | 's audie nce. 
The City Theatre has opened for a week, in order that some 


mercenary may exhibit a few juveniles, whom he 
ostentatiously styles Infant Garricks, or lufant Keans, or 
thing else equally presumptuous and inappropriate. The days 
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for prodigies are over, and people are not foolish enough to 
grow enthusiastic over the acting of a brat that can hardly 
speak, and applaud the lisping urchin for strutting about in 
spangles and velvet, mangling the language of Shakspeare 
before he is capable of reading it. ‘This troop we have not 
seen at the City Theatre, but they have long been peregrinating 
the previnces, to the great disgust of the duped inhabitants of 
small towns and villages. These children may do very well if 


they confine their tricks and gambols to 





* THE VILLAGE GREEN, 


but on Londoners, who know what acting is, the attempt we 
suspect must by this time have proved a failure. 

Theatrical speculations, are we are sorry to say at this time 
exceedingly unprofitable: the Surrey and the ¢ have 
closed, the latter having been for some time ina state bordering 
upon bankruptey. The only rash on the opening of the doors 
used to be a rush of bailiffs, with ex for the indefatigable 
manager and the various members of his talented company. 
The manager it is said was never to be found, ‘nor the audience 
either,” we heard observed lately by a wag, who was 
occasionally in the habit of visiting the establishment. 
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This is one of sixteen Comic Cuts by Seymour, in the 5th Number of the Comie 
‘mare for August. 


TO C -ORRESPONDE NTS 


We have in common, we presume, with our fellow-members of tie 
press, received an early copy of Tur Truth, a new penoy publication 
which acts up to its title with considerable force al abilitv. We wish 
it success, as we do every other talented and honest conte mporary. The 
Editor is pleased to notice F igaro in London, and strictures 
Which we because we believe them Te be written ina spirit of 
perfect impart: ility. He cails ours a Whig publication, but we think 
he cannot have read us very attentively to have come to such a decision. 
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